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2213 December 8, 1899 

With reference to the handling of the epidemic at Oporto, I must 
express the opinion, in spite of the fact that some radical measures are 
used, that the method of handling the epidemic on the whole is inef- 
ficient. An attempt is being made to destroy every focus by burning, 
and I am informed in one or two instances that has been omitted on 
account of the value of the building to be destroyed. The sanitary 
cordon around the city is inefficient owing to the poverty of the soldiers 
and their inability to withstand the bribes offered them by the country 
people wishing to pass through. It is doubtful if this sanitary cordon 
now exists, as the people of Oporto were on the verge of revolution on 
account of the restrictions to trade and travel and the probability that 
a change of ministry would result in the withdrawal of the cordon.. I 
think the Spanish quarantines are efficient, steam disinfection being 
used, and very careful inspection of persons and luggage made. 

Finally, it seems to me that some active measures will have to be 
taken in view of the steady progress of the disease under consideration. 
It is slowly proceeding westward, and, so far, all effi)rts to stamp it out 
have been futile, cases actually reappearing in Alexandria after an 
interval of three weeks, and in Oporto a chain of cases for many days 
not amounting in all to more than 6 or 7 cases in a week ; in all proba- 
bility any other disease under such circumstances would have long ago 
been stamped out. It is to be remembered, too, that it has existed in 
Oporto so far only during the most unfavorable season, as its progress 
in hot weather, as is well known, is very slow, with liability of great 
expansion upon the approach of cold weather. So far, it seems that 
wherever plague has secured a foothold it has remained for an indefinite 
period, and often radical measures seem to have little influence upon its 
progress. In this disease, of all others, it appears ''prevention" is the 
watchword. 

EespectfuUy, Taiefax Ikwin, 

Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Stjbgeon-Geneeal, 

U. 8. Mari/ne- Hospital 8ervice. 

Further concerning the case of plague at lAslfon. 

Lisbon, November I4., 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to confirm my telegram of the 12th instant, 
worded as follows : 

Seckbtaey of State, Washington. — Pestana, bacteriologist from Oporto, attacked 
by pest in Lisbon. ExtraordiQary precautions taken. — Thieeiot. 

I received yesterday from the foreign of&ce an official* notice of- the 
case of Dr. Pestana, translation of which I beg herewith to inclose. 
I may add that between 30 and 40 persons were sent, as a precaution, 
to the lazaretto. 

The state to-day of Dr. Pestana is reported very critical, the symp- 
toms denoting complications. 

EespectfuUy, J. H. Thieriot, 

Charg^ W Affaires. 

[Indosure — ^For inclosure in No. 151 — ^Translation — Foreign Office Commercial and Consular 

Bnreau.] 

Lisbon, November 11, 1899. 
The minister and secretary of state for foreign affairs begs to inform yon that in 
Lisbon last night » case of plague occurred in the person of Prof. Camara Pestana, 
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diTeetor of the institute of bacteriology, who on the morning of the same day had 
arrived from Oporto, where he had been ^boat a month engaged in studying the nature 
and symptoms of the plague. 

The authorities at once issued orders for the measures prescribed by science to be 
adopted, and proceeded to disinfect the residence of the patient, and to isolate tke 
whole of the premises, as well as the other tenants, who were conveyed to the lazaretto. 

J. H. Thiebiot. 



Vessels inspected at Barcelona. 

Baeoeloka, Spain, Mvember 16, 1899. 
SiE : I have the honor to report having inspected the following-named 
Spanish steamers : 





Vessel. 


No. of passengers. 


Bound for— 


Date. 


Cabin. 


Steerage. 


Nov. 4 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 10 
Not 15 




25 
62 
96 
37 


13 

lis 

27 
64 


Manila. 




Porto Bico and Cuba. 




Do. 


Catalina 


Do. 









I found the vessels crews, food, and water supply in good condition, 
as prescribed by the regulations of the Secretary of the Treasury. I 
further beg to report that I instructed the captain of the steamship (M- 
alina to have the walls of the steerage compartments of his vessel white- 
washed. 

EespectfuUy, Henderson Ridee, 

Vice and Deputy Consul- General. 
The Suegeon-Geneeal, 

77. 8. Marine-Ho»pital Service. 

TURKEY. 

A case of plague in Trieste. 
[Report 233.] 

Constantinople, November I^, 1899. 

At the last sitting of the superior council of health 2 ofi&cial com- 
munications of the most important character were made. It was the 
question of a case of plague which has occurred in Trieste. The 
boatswain of the Ottoman . liner Palis MylHini fell ill on October 27 
with symptoms of bronchitis. At first the case was considered as 
simple bronchitis, but on November 1 the above-mentioned boatswain 
was obliged to enter the hospital, where he died on the 4th instant. 
The post-mortem as well as the bacteriological examination has ascer 
tained a case of plague. As will be seen by the French copy of said 
communication, which I have the honor to forward, the steamship 
Folis Mytilini has not been to Egyptian waters for three years, and the 
late boatswain had not quitted the vessel for ten years. At said sitting 
it was decided to make a farther inquiry in order to know what kind 
of merchandise and from where embarked in said steamship Palis 
Mytilini. 

I have the honor to inclose herein the last news concerning the out- 
break of cholera in the Province of Bassorah. 

Spieidion C. Zatttziano, 
U. 8. Sanitary Commissioner. 



